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Introduction

• With a series of slides we would
like to show you the basic
procedures of the software.

• The program entry page
(www.qcamap.org)

• The Website with further infos
(www.qualitative-content-analysis.aau.at)

• Informations about first steps to
get started

• You need to register an account. 
We guarantee that all your data 
will be kept confidential. A regi-
stration notification will be sent to 
your email-address (green button). 

• Then you can user the software 
from everywhere using different 
webbrowsers (Internet Explorer 9, 
Mozilla Firefox, Google chrome).

• Since the application is web-based 
you will always work with the 
latest version of the program.



Starting your work

• First you have to create a new
project (title and description)

• Then you have to define a research
question and description!

• Then you chose the content
analytical technique (currently, 

inductive category formation and deductive

category assignment are available)! If you
chose a technique from the
pulldown menue the program
gives you a link to the procedural
model and analytical rules, and it
gives you the specific template.

• You should give a description of 
the research question!

• By pressing „Save changes“ the
program will save your research
question and leads you to the next
steps.



Research Question(s)

This is a sceenshot of a research
question working with inductive
category assignment.

Content analytical rules (coding unit, 
recording unit, context unit) are
defined.

In inductive category assignment a 
selection criterion and a level of 
abstraction have to be defined.



Mandatory fields

If you have forgotten to specify the
units of analysis or the technique
specific rules the program stops you
and gives you an error message!



Upload your text material

• For each research question you
have to upload the text documents
which will be analyzed!

• Be shure to have anonymized your
material!



Now you can go into the
coding mode

• On the left side all content
analytical definitions and rules of 
the specific technique (in this case
inductive category formation) are
kept.

• You can mark (mouse) text
passages.

• Then the list of inductive
categories so far developped is
presented. You can subsume the
text passage to one of them or
create a new inductive category.



Deductive category
assignment
• Here again the specific

rules and definitions are
presented at the left side.

• On the right side th coding
guideline, containing
definitions, anchor
examples and coding rules
for every deductive
category is displayed.

• Marking text passages
gives you the possibility to
assign it to one of the
preformulated categories.

• After coding a certain
amount of material the
program reminds you to
revise the category system
and the coding guideline
(pilot phase). After 
finishing the pilot phase, 
no more changes can be
apllied to the coding
guideline.



Multiple Features

• You can simultaneously work with
several questions (for example
inductive and deductive) in one
project with the same material.

• You can share your analysis with
ather persons (who are registrated
in QCAmap).

• You can test intra- and inter-
coderaggreement.

• Do not forget to log out at the end 
of your session.

• Enjoy the program!


